
ά{ƪŜǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ .ƛǊŘƛƴƎ 5ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘ ς aȅ CŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 5ŀȅ ǘǊƛǇǎέ                                

by Carleen Ormbrek Zimmerman, Seattle Audubon volunteer and Master Birder 

I have been sketching and birding for many years.  My visual diaries have become 

my cherished memories.  I wanted to inspire Seattle Audubon Young Birders and 

their families to take some day trips and explore my favorite areas.  So grab your 

binoculars and pack some sketching tools.  I have included a map for each site as 

well as links to web sites.  L ƘƻǇŜ Ƴȅ ǎƪŜǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ άǎǘƻǇΣ ƭƻƻƪΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΣ 

ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǿέΦ 

Resources:  Birders Guide to WA http://wos.org/publications/birders-guide-to-wa  
available online at Washington Ornithological Society http://wos.org/ 
 
Bird Web http://birdweb.orgwww.birdweb.org/BIRDWEB/sitesavailable on SeattƭŜ !ǳŘǳōƻƴΩǎ 

website http://www.seattleaudubon.org/sas/Learn.aspx 

 

 

 

http://wos.org/publications/birders-guide-to-wa
http://wos.org/
http://birdweb.orgwww.birdweb.org/BIRDWEB/sites
http://www.seattleaudubon.org/sas/Learn.aspx


1. Discovery Park    https://www.seattle.gov/parks/find/parks/discovery-park  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This park has such a variety of 

habitats and diversity of bird species! 

From the south parking lot off of 

Emerson Street, explore the woods 

for woodpeckers, hawks, or owls. 

Walk out through the south meadow, 

scanning the tops of bushes for 

perched birds.  Sometimes you can 

find an unusual bird during 

migration.  

From the south bluff near the sand 

dunes, scan below for water birds. 

 

https://www.seattle.gov/parks/find/parks/discovery-park


2.  Magnuson Park  https://www.seattle.gov/parks/find/parks/magnuson-park  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explore the ponds at Wetlands 

Central near parking lot E1 off of the 

south entrance on NE 65th Street.  

Look for ducks, grebes, and herons.  

Listen for creepers or kinglets in the 

woods in Promontory Point.  Covered 

shelters are great for sketching in the 

rain!  

 

https://www.seattle.gov/parks/find/parks/magnuson-park


3.  Juanita Bay Park  

http://www.explorekirkland.com/Do/Parks/Juanita_Bay_Park.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explore the long boardwalk along the 

east side of Juanita Bay.  Look for 

²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ {nipe along the muddy lake 

shore below.  

 The other two boardwalks meander 

through cattails and woods and take you 

out along the lake by Nelson Point.  Many 

species of ducks can be seen.  Sometimes 

you can hear a Virginia Rail below.  Look 

for Osprey on the nesting platforms in 

the spring.   

Bald Eagles, Double-crested Cormorants, 

and Great Blue Herons are plentiful.  

They also remain still for sketching! 

 

http://www.explorekirkland.com/Do/Parks/Juanita_Bay_Park.htm


пΦ  ¦ƴƛƻƴ .ŀȅ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ !ǊŜŀ  όάaƻƴǘƭŀƪŜ Cƛƭƭέύ  

https://botanicgardens.uw.edu/center-for-urban-horticulture/visit/union-bay-

natural-area/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This area has a variety of 

habitats.  Look for warblers in 

the woods and listen for 

woodpeckers. 

Follow the Loop Trail along 

the shore of Union Bay.  You 

can see a variety of waterfowl 

on the lake. 

As the Loop Trail continues 

across the meadows, look for 

sparrows, meadowlarks and 

other grassland birds.   

The Carp Pond can have a 

variety of ducks.  Listen for 

birds from the bushes along 

Wahkiakum Lane Trail. 

https://botanicgardens.uw.edu/center-for-urban-horticulture/visit/union-bay-natural-area/
https://botanicgardens.uw.edu/center-for-urban-horticulture/visit/union-bay-natural-area/

